
The Tell-Tale Heart Recall and Interpret Questions:
Recall

1. Who is narrating the story? Why does the narrator decide to kill the old man? 

2. How long does it take the man to accomplish his plan?

3. What finally drives the narrator to confess to the officers? 

Interpret

4.  What is the mood/tone of this poem?

5.  Identify at least three examples of simile and three examples of hyperbole.

6.  To whom may the man be recounting his tale to? 

7. At the beginning of the story, the narrator says that he is not a madman.  Explain why he does not believe he is a madman. Cite details from the text. 

8. How does the man reveal his powers of concentration during his plan? Cite details from the text. 

9. Do you think anyone but narrator hears the beating of the old man’s heart?  Explain your answer.

10. Why does he hear the old man’s heartbeat ascending louder and louder?
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